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Course Description: 
The purpose of this course is to provide general and special education teachers with a thorough understanding of the critical components of this dynamic field.  Topics covered include models of teaching diverse populations, collaboration, cooperative learning, pertinent education law, models of inclusion, family systems theory, curriculum adaptations, and alternative forms of assessment and community outreach support systems.

College Mission:  Felician College is an independent co-educational Catholic/Franciscan College founded and sponsored by the Felician Sisters to educate a diverse population of students within the framework of a liberal arts tradition.  Its mission is to provide a full complement of learning experiences, reinforced with strong academic and student development programs designed to bring students to their highest potential and prepare them to meet the challenges of the new century with informed minds and understanding hearts.  The enduring purpose of Felician College is to promote a love for learning, a desire for God, self knowledge, service to others, and respect for all creation.

Division of Teacher Education Mission:  The Division of Teacher Education, in light of the Franciscan mission, seeks to foster competent, caring, and compassionate educators to serve a diverse population by promoting a collaborative spirit, encouraging self-reflection, and emphasizing life-long learning.

The Division of Teacher Education strives to prepare teachers who:

· Know and understand the New Jersey Professional Teaching Standards;

· Value and are committed to the tenets of these standards; and

· Actively engage in applying the intent of these standards within their learning communities.
Course Objectives:
At the completion of this course students will be able to:

The numbers in parenthesis refer to the New Jersey Professional Teaching Standards 6A:9-3.3
      Families

1. Understand family systems theory and complex adjustments required of parents and families of children with exceptionalities. (2, 7, 9)

2. Demonstrate an awareness of life-long problems facing parents of children with disabilities. (2, 7, 9)

3. Understand the roles that parents with disabilities have played. (7, 9)

4. Explain the role of family members as collaborators and how it is particularly relevant in today’s schools. (7, 9)

Educational Community

5. Develop an increased awareness that a teacher must be an effective communicator and an active listener. (8)

6. Build an awareness of how a well-organized IEP and IFSP conference is organized and run. (4,5,7)

7. Recognize the value of involving parents in the educational process of their children. (4,7,9)

8. Develop a positive attitude toward using collaboration and teamwork to work with parents. (4,7,9)

9. Describe and explain IDEA. (1,7)

10. Describe and explain the role of the CST. (4,5,7) 

11. Understand the various intervention services (early intervention, pre-school, school age and adult). (4,5,7)

12. Understand transition services through each developmental milestone and into adulthood. (2,7,9)

13. Understand the following educational legal codes, New Jersey Administrative Code Title 6A Chapter 14 Special Education Effective July 6, 1998 Amended October 6, 2003, No Child Left Behind Legislation and New Jersey Core Curriculum Content Standards. (1,2,7,9)

Community

14. Increase knowledge of the community resources available to the parents of children with disabilities. (9)

15. Increase awareness for providing accommodations for children and adults with disabilities within the community. (7,9)

Interdisciplinary

16. Understand the various disabilities and determine how they impact the 3 domains. (2,4,5,7,9) 

Course Requirements:

1. Participation, preparation and involvement in all discussions and instructional activities.

Students who take a proactive approach to class have a better understanding of the content presented.

Research Paper –Prepare a 5-6 page (12 font) paper on one of the topics of diversity covered in the text or selected by you and approved by the professor. Certainly the national position on the method and duration of support and recommended teaching strategies for teaching English Language Learners is a currently debated topic. Another important concern is the development of a classroom culture that fosters caring and supports all learners. The Charter School movement is also a culture changing phenomenon-you might explore whether this will foster community or isolate groups within the community.  
Read, review and cite articles and literature from current journals to address and or support their concern(s) while discussing your thoughts and beliefs. Remember to type your paper and use APA format while citing the literature and your teachers’ remarks. You CAN NOT USE INTERNET SOURCES/SITES (i.e., the results of search engines for specific topics) for your literature review. You can, however, utilize online journal sites. Points will be deducted if Internet sources are used. (Exceptions may be made at the instructor’s discretion.)
All Research papers must be submitted in two formats: hard copy and electronically through TurnItIn.  The hard copy will be graded and returned to the student.
 Turnitin Course # is 4335572
 Password is equality.
      The copy submitted to TurnItIn will be evaluated by that system as to the originality content of the paper by comparing the paper with material already submitted to TurnItIn and with material accessible through the internet.  As the research paper, may contain material from other scholars who have published their material before the student presenting work for this course, this submission to TurnItIn will enable the student to be certain that work from other scholars, used in the paper, is being presented with appropriate citation of the source material.

Discussions regarding this paper will occur during class. 
2. Community Volunteering – Volunteer at a community activity for children/adults.  Write a reaction paper to your experience. Reflect upon; community adaptations to children/adults who attend, note the attendance of children with special needs and describe your reactions of the children/adults participating.

Discussions regarding this paper will occur during class. 
3. Interview - a teacher working with students of diversity, if possible, one that services students of second language ability. Discuss in confidence some concerns and issues that they have regarding these children, their own preparation and the supports they receive from their schools or the district as a whole. Topics could also include assessment, instructional strategies, and medical conditions. 

Discussions regarding this paper will occur during class. 
4. Final Project - After choosing a specific issue of  working with diverse students               ( poverty, multi-culturalism, bilingualism )create an oral presentation (PowerPoint) and written paper on the three specific domains; Family, Education and Community. Make sure that you understand the scope of the issue and address how a child/family can be supported  in each domain. Specifically address support structures, resources, modifications and possible implications. (There should be at least 5 chapters/sections; description, family, school, community & conclusion). The community section should provide current resources for parents and educators.  

Presentations should be approximately 15 minutes, and they will be scored on the basis on content, delivery style and effective communication. Make sure to succinctly describe the issue for the audience. Provide to your classmates copies of the resources for parents and educators that you have found..

Colleagues will be required to act as active participants and ask questions for the presentation.

The paper needs to be typed in APA format and should have specific references to current literature, classroom discussions and the text. 

You CAN NOT USE INTERNET SOURCES/SITES (i.e., the results of search engines for specific topics) for your literature review. You can, however, utilize online journal sites. Points will be deducted if Internet sources are used. (Exceptions may be made at the instructor’s discretion.)

5. There will be a Mid-Term and Final Evaluation that will cover the lectures and readings.

6. Submit all required assignments typed and on time. One point will be deducted from the grade for each day that you are late.
Final Grade Tabulations:
Participation, preparation, involvement in all discussions and activities and homework 
  15%

Final Project and Oral Presentation







  20%

Research Paper and Presentation





   
  
  20%

Interview










  10%

Community Volunteer and Reaction Paper






  10%

Mid-term Exam









  15%

Final Exam

 


 

  



  10%

Required Text:

1. Cushner, K., McClelland, A., and Safford, P., Human Diversity in Education An Integrative Approach. 6th McGraw Hill, 2012.
Supplemental Texts used by Professor:  
2. Rhodes, R., Ochoa, S., Ortiz, S., Assessing Culturally and Linguistically Diverse Students. The Guilford Press, N.Y. 2005
3. Rothstein-Fisch,C., Trumbull, E., Managing Diverse Classroooms:How to Build on Students’ Cultural Strengths. ASCD, Alexandria, VA, 2008
4. Sapon-Shevin, M., Because We Can Change the World: A Practical Guide to Building Cooperative, Inclusive Classroom Communities. Allyn &Bacon, Boston, MA, 1999 
We will be using the following educational legal codes. (All information can be obtained on-line.)

a. New Jersey Administrative Code Title 6A Chapter 14 Special Education Effective July 6, 1998 Amended November 2, 1998

b. No Child Left Behind Legislation

New Jersey Core Curriculum Content Standards

1.1. New Jersey Core Curriculum Content Standards

Course Evaluation:

A variety of techniques and strategies will be used to evaluate student learning and mastery of relevant concepts. Reading assignments will form the basis for classroom discussion. Active participation will be used as a means to assess completion of this task. In addition to active participation, students will also have various assignments. The lectures focus on selected concepts from the readings. Although we do not discuss all of the components of each chapter in class, each student is responsible for understanding all of the major concepts in each chapter. Therefore, test items can be derived from readings and lectures.

Evaluation Criteria for Active Participation

Professor’s assessment will be based on the following:

· You will be asked to respond to questions

· You will participate in large and small group discussions

· You will share professional experiences that are germane to class topic discussions

· You will initiate questions and concerns about mastery of class assignments and discussions

· You will engage in dialogues with other students as part of class project presentations

· You will be expected to submit all required assignments on time

· All written materials needs to be word-processed or submitted in typed format

· Grades will be affected by late submissions

Course Format:

Students will meet for a variety of experiences including discussion, lecture, and active participation. Varied issues will be covered as indicating by the attached calendar of events. Students will be expected to prepare themselves for class so that they can actively participate and thereby benefit fully from the experience.

Attendance:

Students are expected to attend all classes regularly and to be on time as an indication of professionalism and commitment to the field of education. Students who expect to be absent are expected to notify the instructor in advance and must make up the work and assignments missed.  It is your responsibility to find out what occurred in class and to make up any assignments. Exchange phone numbers with someone in class so you can obtain missed assignments.  Excessive absence will result in a lowered grade for the course. (Exceptions may be made at the instructor’s discretion.)

Honor Code:

Students are expected to comply with the tenets of the Felician College Honor Code and the college policies described in the Felician College Student Handbook and Catalogue. 

All members of Felician College are charged with the responsibility of upholding academic integrity. This is of particular importance to education majors, as you will be holding the same expectations of your students in the near future.

Plagiarism:
Please note that plagiarism will not be tolerated. Any student who violates this policy will be notified in writing and immediately referred to the Honors Council.

Electronic Communication Devices:

No cell phones, pagers or any other electronic communication devices are permitted to ring during class time. Put these devices on ”mute” and respond when class is over. (Exceptions may be made at the instructor’s discretion.)

Your success is extremely important to me. If there are any concerns regarding grades or assignments please discuss them with me.  I will also meet with you and discuss ways you can improve your performance.

Grade Appeal:

Please refer to the Felician College Student Handbook for Grade Appeal Policy and Procedures.
Calendar of Events:

This is a “Tentative Calendar of Events” that is subject to change.  It is the responsibility of the student to attend class to be aware of all changes. Additional assignments may be added.
	Week
	Date
	Topic
	Assignment Due

	1
	9/12
	Introduction to Educating All Populations
Education in a Changing Society


	· Read Chapter 1



	2
	9/19
	Multicultural Education: Historical and Theoretical Perspectives
	· Read Chapter 2
· New Jersey Administrative Code Title 6A 
· No Child Left Behind Legislation

· New Jersey Core Curriculum Content Standards


	3
	9/26
	Culture and the Culture- Learning Process

	· Chapter  3
· Research Outline Due

· Interview Due

	4
	10/03
	Classrooms and Schools as Cultural Crossroads

	· Read Chapter  4 

	5
	10/17
	Intercultural Development: Considering the Growth of Self and 

	· Read Chapter 5
· Research Paper Due

	6


	10/24
	Creating Classrooms That Address Race and Ethnicity
Discuss Research Papers


	· Read Chapter  6

· Review Questions for Mid-Term

	7
	10/31


	Mid Term Exam
	

	8
	11/07
	Developing Learning Communities: Language and Learning Style

Developing a Collaborative Classroom: Gender and Sexual Orientation


	· Chapters 8 and 10

· Handouts


	9


	11/14
	Creating Developmentally Appropriate Classrooms: The Importance of Age and Developmental Status


	· Chapter 11
· Community Volunteer Paper

	Week


	Date


	Topic
	Assignment Due

	10
	11/21
	Creating Inclusive Classrooms: The Ability Disability Continuum and the Health Dimension


	· Chapter  12

	11
	11/28
	Improving Schools for All Children: The Role of Social Class and Social Status in Teaching and Learning


	· Read Chapter 13


	12
	12/5
	Religious Pluralism in Secular Classrooms


	· Read Chapter 9

	13
	12/12
	Presentation of Final Project


	· PowerPoint Presentation

	14
	12/19
	Final Exam


	


Please Note:  Special Student Needs or Handicap Conditions:

Students with documented disabilities that affect their ability to participate fully in the course or who require special accommodations are encouraged to speak with the instructor so that appropriate accommodations can be arranged. If you have a handicap (vision, hearing, etc.) or require other special consideration, please consult with the instructor. In some cases, college resources can be made available to assist you.
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